§280.63

§280.63 Initial site characterization.

(a) Unless directed to do otherwise by
the implementing agency, owners and
operators must assemble information
about the site and the nature of the re-
lease, including information gained
while confirming the release or com-
pleting the initial abatement measures
in §§280.60 and 280.61. This information
must include, but is not necessarily
limited to the following:

(1) Data on the nature and estimated
quantity of release;

(2) Data from available sources and/
or site investigations concerning the
following factors: surrounding popu-
lations, water quality, use and approxi-
mate locations of wells potentially af-
fected by the release, subsurface soil
conditions, locations of subsurface sew-
ers, climatological conditions, and land
use;

(3) Results of the site check required
under §280.62(a)(5); and

(4) Results of the free product inves-
tigations required under §280.62(a)(6),
to be used by owners and operators to
determine whether free product must
be recovered under §280.64.

(b) Within 45 days of release con-
firmation or another reasonable period
of time determined by the imple-
menting agency, owners and operators
must submit the information collected
in compliance with paragraph (a) of
this section to the implementing agen-
cy in a manner that demonstrates its
applicability and technical adequacy,
or in a format and according to the
schedule required by the implementing
agency.

§280.64 Free product removal.

At sites where investigations under
§280.62(a)(6) indicate the presence of
free product, owners and operators
must remove free product to the max-
imum extent practicable as determined
by the implementing agency while con-
tinuing, as necessary, any actions ini-
tiated under §§280.61 through 280.63, or
preparing for actions required under
§§280.65 through 280.66. In meeting the
requirements of this section, owners
and operators must:

(a) Conduct free product removal in a
manner that minimizes the spread of
contamination into previously
uncontaminated zones by using recov-
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ery and disposal techniques appro-
priate to the hydrogeologic conditions
at the site, and that properly treats,
discharges or disposes of recovery by-
products in compliance with applicable
local, State and Federal regulations;

(b) Use abatement of free product mi-
gration as a minimum objective for the
design of the free product removal sys-
tem;

(c) Handle any flammable products in
a safe and competent manner to pre-
vent fires or explosions; and

(d) Unless directed to do otherwise by
the implementing agency, prepare and
submit to the implementing agency,
within 45 days after confirming a re-
lease, a free product removal report
that provides at least the following in-
formation:

(1) The name of the person(s) respon-
sible for implementing the free product
removal measures;

(2) The estimated quantity, type, and
thickness of free product observed or
measured in wells, boreholes, and exca-
vations;

(3) The type of free product recovery
system used;

(4) Whether any discharge will take
place on-site or off-site during the re-
covery operation and where this dis-
charge will be located;

(5) The type of treatment applied to,
and the effluent quality expected from,
any discharge;

(6) The steps that have been or are
being taken to obtain necessary per-
mits for any discharge; and

(7) The disposition of the recovered
free product.

§280.65 Investigations for soil and

ground-water cleanup.

(a) In order to determine the full ex-
tent and location of soils contaminated
by the release and the presence and
concentrations of dissolved product
contamination in the ground water,
owners and operators must conduct in-
vestigations of the release, the release
site, and the surrounding area possibly
affected by the release if any of the fol-
lowing conditions exist:

(1) There is evidence that ground-
water wells have been affected by the
release (e.g., as found during release
confirmation or previous corrective ac-
tion measures);
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